AP Environmental Science

Extra Credit – Book Reports

In APES, you are have the opportunity to earn 100 points of extra credit by reading one environmental science books of your choice.  Read a page or two of your prospective book first, to see if you want to commit to it.  You can browse many of these books at our library, the Cabarrus County library, in local bookstores, and on-line at Amazon.com.  Any book on the APES suggested reading list is automatically approved.  If you want to read a book that is not on the list, you must have your selection approved by Ms. Lewis by sending her the title and author of the book you would like to read.  Before you begin, make sure that you know the difference between a novel and non-fiction.  
To earn extra credit for reading a book you must complete a Reading Journal. There are two parts of the journal; you will keep the first going as you read along in your book.  The last part you will write after you have finished.   As you read the book, write about each chapter or section, as follows:

Part 1: Reading Notes

· At the top of the first page of your journal, write your name and period, and then the title and author. (Do not use a separate page for this). 
· The reading notes can be hand written if your notes are legible, or typed
· Date each journal entry as you read. 
· Make rough, quick notes as you read:
· Write important facts
· If you quote or refer to a passage, you must note the page # in parenthesis (#).  

· Write the words you do not know.  Look them up and write down definitions.
· Write questions that come up for you as you read.
· Write your comments or personal reactions as you read
Part 2: Overall Commentary: After you have finished the book, comment on the book as a whole, answering the following questions, and providing any additional thoughtful comments. 
· What did you specifically like about the book? 
· Constructively criticize the aspects of the book you don’t like. 
· What information or section affected you the most?  Why?
· Would you recommend this book to other APES students?
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